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Digital literacy has become a core requirement in higher education. Recent work shows that first-year students overestimate their ability to evaluate online sources (Carter and Wilson 2021). This gap affects both academic performance and everyday decision making across a wide range of disciplines.
A longitudinal study of undergraduates found that structured instruction improved source evaluation scores by nearly a third (Ibragimov & Petrova, 2022). Similar effects appeared in international programs where English is a second language (Nazarov et. al., 2023), which suggests the intervention generalizes well. As one author put it, "structured instruction changes how students read sources entirely" (Ibragimov & Petrova, 2022).
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